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    Gary Laubscher 
Part 5 

 
 

Calling jackal successfully as mentioned before in this series a few 
things need to be done, and one of them that you ne ed to do to call 

even more jackal is COMBOS, SEQUENCES and LAYOUTS! Very 
important for success..... and a trapping special a ttention getter! 

 
My two hunting partners Evert and Deon from the goo d old days-  with 3 
jackal that fell to a combo I set for a confusion s et up, used two callers - 
a food into wind and this barking vocal caller far downwind on a tripod, 

all 3 jackals got the wind totally wrong. 
 

 

undreds of jackal are called and killed using a caller in the Karoo night, 
and too are many called and get wind of the caller and hit the 

afterburner over the hill! Many are killed and many live another day! 
But many callers only use one caller, and this is why they dont achieve better 

results. 
 

But it is vital to know how to set up a sequence and the layout must be 100% 
perfect, here is a drawing – using a sequence and layout like this with 

combernations, it confuses jackals, and many of them get the wind all wrong, 
as a lot of action is going on and they are confused as to what direction to take 

to come in to the caller. 
 

I have practised two callers at every stand for over 6 years now and 
sometimes I even use 3 calls, here is a typical layout and then a few other 

layouts and sequences I practise on all my hunts. 
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THIS BELOW IS A BREAD AND BUTTER 
SET UP – WORKS VERY WELL 

 
THE RED LINES are a 3rd caller, also a good way to outsmart critters. The 

bread and butter set up is two callers as seen below. 
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                FOOD CALLER      X       
30m 
          X FOOD CALL with no 45 degree angle.  
 
 
   X          45 degress             
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      X  Barking Vocal caller 
 
X Bottles urine to be placed downwind 20m – 3 bottl es 20m apart.  
 
 
Pull off the road , face the back of the truck into the wind if you syspect a 
predator to approach that side, place the FOOD CALLER  at a 120m distance 
from you into the wind , and at a 45 degree angle into the veld at a 30m 
distance. The other side of the truck, DOWNWIND place a vocal barking caller 
at 100m from you and at a 30m distance to the side, and it MUST be on the 
opposit side to the other FOOD CALLER. You can employ a 3rd caller and 
use that to play the same food sound, then go from one to the other to mimic a 
moving rabbit, it works well also, it just ads more complications to the mix and 
more for the jackal to figure out how to approach, 99% of the time they get it all 
wrong. When you start using COMBOS start keeping records, it will tell 
you they get wind wrong most times. 
 
With this set up, we as usual try to get the animal to come between us and the 
FOOD caller if he has it worked out properly, but in most cases it causes 
confusion and you benefit. 



 

Good set up for me with a combo is you need a good food call like javeline, and 
then a general social call to atract attention and it gives the impression a rabbit 
is in distress etc and that the jackals are close to investigate or are on the kill or 
chasing the rabbit, all in all it creates a story and works. Throw is a fight helps a 
lot most times, to simulate a fight over the rabbit agains the other jackals,  If its 
some other times of the year we use other sounds and combos as follows; 
 
Here are a few styles I employ to play with my set up like this; 
 
Jan – March ; Food sound into the wind, rabbit, piggy distress or bird, 120m 
from me downwind and the same sound on another caller, as depicted above 
and with a social barking caller on the opposit side downwind, 50m away from 
the other food sound. 
 
Or barking call downwind and a hand caller on the truck, or two food calls, both 
into the wind one opposite the other both sides of the road 70m apart, with the 
barking caller downwind. Biggest gap possible between you and food.  
 
But a standard set up is as depicted in the sketch with one food and one 
barker, easy to set up and a very good system to use, try it yourself. 
 
If its a mating time April May - I use a short challenge or territory barking vocal 
sound, dont play to much Challenge or you will scare away the younger 
jackals. 



 
Above is myself and good friend Johan Ungerer with a female 5 year old jackal 
bitch, came in exactly one hour and we watched her coming in from over 800m 
away, we put off the music and she ran all the way in, we stopped her 20m 
from the caller, it is amazing how these animals can pin point the distress 
sound location, as if they have a GPS in the brain! Used Javelina distress 
mixed with a territorial sound on two seperate machines placed far apart at 
different places. 
 

CRITICAL CHAIR and SHOOTING advise is , when you are 
seated on the truck and an animal approaches your calling set up, if its a cat he 
will offer you lots of opportunity to shoot him as he is always slow and takes his 
time mostly, but Mr Jackal, he offers very little in time on most occassions, so 
follow him in with your scope with the light on your chair mounted on the chair 
under your barrel, follow him in and when you are ready to shoot make a 
squeak with your lips, like a quick kissing sound, he will stop and look your 
way, then your crosshair must be on him, do a fast fine tune on your aiming 
and kill him. You will have 2 seconds maximum in most cases, so dont take too 
long, and dont jerk that trigger, squeeze it gently! 
 

 
A group of hunters recently on one of my courses,  note the sturdy shooting 
chair. 



 
The time that is used during a sequence is of vital importance, the waiting 
period between scans is vital because if you wait to long the animal can 
approach and dissappear and you wont even know he was at the bakkie, so to 
light up properly is vital, or you will miss all the action. Light up and scan every 
15 seconds and scan at a rate of one and two and three and four and Five 
and.... till 8 – when you get to 8 you must be back at the place you started, that 
is a good scanning speed. 
 

BOTTLES OF LURE  as show in above drawing in X PINK . 
 
This is another step you need to take for successful calling, the more we hide 
our presence the better, as per normal I use a system that I put down 3 bottles 
of  jackal gland lure in 3 bottles downwind of the truck. 
 
I remove intestines/ mess/ urine from female jackals and put them in bottles, 
these I keep for my cage trapping and calling at night. Cut out female jackals 
vaginas and glands and keep the parts in bottles, this makes excellent gland 
lure and is the best you will ever get. 
 
 
          WIND 
 
     30m / 20m 
 
 
 
 
 
 30m 
 
 
 
 
     30m / 20m 
 
 

This helps hide your presence and if the dog works the wind he will get a whiff 
of the gland smells and possibly not your smell. But not all jackal get the wind 
correct, many make errors. 
 
Remember;  Never wait longer than 15 seconds MAX! between lig hting 
up and scanning, an animal can fast approach and if  you are not lighting 
enough he will come in and run away, and you wont k now he was at the 

truck! I wait 15 seconds most times. And count 1 an d 2 and 3 and 4 and 5 
and 6 and 7 and 8, and on the count of 8 you must b e back in the spot 

you started to scan at 1, thats the speed you must turn that chair, never 
slower or faster. In the start of your scanning at a spot scan three times 

in a circle before putting off that light, in case something is close by. 
After 2-3 minutes back of and scan twice before put ting of the light...... 
these are very important aspects of calling, lighti ng is very important. 

 
 



 

I can honestly say, using a combo is a killer on jackal, the food, mixed 
with a jacal vocal and a fight are killers. I have used combos for years 
and I will NEVER not do it, using it makes calling them a LOT easier. 

 

Trapping cats 
 

Trapping cats is very easy, and we use the same lure to trap cats as 
what we do to hide our smells at night, we also cut open and remove the 
jackals glands BUT if to messy, this is also great stuff  “CAT-A-TONIC” is 

great stuff, I have used this for years, used on both the jackal and the 
Rooikat, just open bottles downwind, simple. 

 

 

We have a DVD that shows how to easily trap cats, and this is a part of 
that plan, a good lure is a MUST. So, use this at night downwind when 

you call, it helps a LOT! 
 

 REMEMBER – Hang dead jackal behind the truck, 
that smell downwind helps a lot, it is a huge secre t 
amoungst callers, hanging fresh jackal at the back 

helps a LOT! 



 

Here is the article regarding HOW TO trap cats 
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http://landbou.com/bedrywe/diere/geheime-van-rooikatvang/�



Another Rooikat cage trapped by Johan, he is a dedi cated 
cage trapper who has huge success cage trapping 

predators. 
 
 
 

 

Good links relating to part 5 
http://www.africanpredatorcom/Besems-en-Jakkals-Jag.pdf  
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